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CORRUPTION IN POLITICS

Corruption is the latest epidemic in politics,
Eating the people, looting the nation,
No cure, no medicine, no special hospitals.

Politics and corruption are life-long buddies. They live
together, eat together and breathe together but cannot be
separated. This intimacy is appeased only by sighs of
public. India is a democratic country, where government is
as'Abraham Lincoln'said, 'of the people, tor the people, by
the people’. But today, this definition has completely
changed. Now government stands only for money and
personal advantage. Consequently, public is facing a pang
of corruption. Recent demonstration in Ramleela Maidan
and sudden birth of 'Aam Aadmi Party' are the clear
reflections that Indian public have been fed up with this
disgusting politics. Before discussing it more, let us see
this disease more attentively and figure out some cures and
preventions for it.

What is Corruption

First of all one serious question strikes our mind that
what corruption exactly is? It is not easy to define
corruption because it is a multi-headed monster which
can appear in so many forms. Yet, in a nutshell,
corruption can be defined as moral depravity and
influencing through bribery. Essentially, corruption is
the abuse of trust in interest of private gain. For us, it is
not a new term. The laws of "Manu' show that corruption
had its dark foot in ancient India also. In 2012, India has
ranked 94" out of 176 countries in Transparency
International Corruption Perception Index tied with
Greece, Mangolia, Columbia and Senegal.

Different Shades of Corruption

For our convenience, corruption can be divided in
five broad types:

A. Transactive Corruption: It is a mutual agreement
between the donor and recipient.

B. Extortive Corruption: it refers to the corruption
where donor is compelled to bribe in order to avoid
harm being inflicted upon his personor  interest.

C. Defensive Corruption: This type of corruption
appears in self-defense.

D. Investive Corruption: This corruption involves the
offer of goods and services without any direct link to
present favour but in anticipation of future occasions
when favour will be required.

E. Nepostic Corruption: Nepostic corruption or
nepotism refers the unjustifying appointments of friends
and relatives to public offices., violating the norms and
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rules of the organization
Blot of Corruption on Indian Political Canvas

Corruption is now synonymous with politics. Our
dream of a good governance got shattered in 1948 when
the first case of corruption cropped in independent India
with 'Jeep Scandal', a purchasing of jeeps without
following the legal procedure. Contrary to demand for
enquiry Committee led by Aanthasayanam Ayyanger,
the government announced in September 30, 1955 that
the case was closed. Soon on February 3, 1956, case
vietim 'Krishnan Menon' was inducted in Nehru cabinet
as a minister without portfolio. It continued in 1950s and
1960s with Mudgal Case(1951), Mundra Deals(1957-
58), Malaviya-Sirajuddin Scandal(1963), Pratap Singh
Kairon Case(1963). But it was an irony that after a series
of such cases, public did not find any resignation on
political table.

The trend continued in 19805 with the infamous U.P.
Malhotra Case, Fairfax deal, HBJ Pipeline Scandal,
HDW Submarine Case. The 1990s saw notorious Bofors
Case(19900, Harshad Mehta Security Scami1992),
Hawala Scam and Urea Scam(1996). The 21" century
witnessed the strain of Corruption as Uttar Pradesh Food
Grain Scam (2003), 2G Spectrum Case(2010),
Karnataka Wakf Board Land Scam (2012) and so many
because list will never end.

Today, all political parties are busy uncovering the
corruption of our government overlooking their own
records. And we, as public, are criticizing each
government for it. We can say, nowadays, politics is only
for criminals and criminals are meant politicians.
Causes of Corruption in Indian Politics

It is very sad that these corrupt politicians have
always a deaf ear towards public. But have you ever
thought what are the reasons of corruption which make
the politics horrible. The reasons are:

A. Emergence of such political elite who believe in
interest oriented rather that nation-oriented programs
and policies.

B. The corruption is caused as well as increased
because of the change of moral and ethical values of
politicians.

C. Tolerance of people towards disgusting politics,
complete lack of public outcry against corrupt
politicians and the absence of strong public forum to
oppose corruption, allow ittoreign over people.

D. Election time is a time when corruption is at peak
level. Bribery to politicians buys influence and bribery
by politicians buys votes. In order to get elected,
politicians bribe poor, illiterate people who are slogging
for two meals.

Politics and Corruption: Two Sides of the Same coin

Honest leaders are a rare breed today. Ministers like
Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shashtri, Sardar
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Vallabh Bhai Patel etc. are rare “Im had very little bank
balance. But today, politicians have such a huge amount
that even they don't know the exact figure. Once George
Decon quotes:

Corrupt politicians made the other ten percent look bad.

It is very shameful that these politicians try to rise
and remain in power by any means, right or wrong. In a
democracy, all parties need money, so they violate
morals and ethical norms and evade laws to gain political
power. Many politicians are reported to file their
nomination simply for obtaining quotes for diesel, coal,
petrol etc. which they sell to others at higher price.

Money is poured into elections and wvotes are
purchase. Booth capturing and unfair voting are also
practiced by corrupt politicians. The close relationship
between white collar criminals and political leaders can
be demonstrated by the above similar instances. These
politicians do not hesitate to sacrifice their commitments
and people's confidence for petty advantages. Defection
has become the most fascinating tool in the hands of
politicians for making their future safe from many years.
They detect within no time for the lust of money, power
and position.

How to Get Rid of it

Corruption is one million times bigger than the
Everest and deeper than the deepest oceans. It is not
pebble that you can pick it up and throw it. Though it is
true an all know that politicians are involved in so many
scams and scandals but nothing tangible has been one in
uncovering, tracing apprehending and punishing them.
They become free from the hands of prosecution on the
plea of so-called inadequate evidence because again
political influence and interference can be seen at all
stages from investigation to stage of adjudication of that
corrupt politicians.

So it is recommended that setting up an agency to
collect information from all agencies and take
immediate and effective action against the crime
syndicates, smuggling gangs and economic lobbies in
the country which have over the years, developed an
extensive network for contacts with government.
Summing Up

It is well known that in Indian politics, corruption
has wings not wheels and a large number of politicians
are corrupt. As nation grows, the corrupt politicians also
grow to invent new methods of cheating public. Though
the fight against corruption is ditficult, vet 1 believe
something is better than nothing. So, we have to pull our
socks up to eradicate corruption out of our politics and of
our nation.

If only corruption can be curbed
India will become a paradise
A billion souls can live in peace
And prosperity will dwell upon all.
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