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Dear students,

Through this column, Iwant
to inculcate in you some human values that
are necessary for a better living. Before
exhorting you, Iwant to quote what George
Cartein said in one of his speeches- "The
paradox of our time in history is that we have
taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider freeways, but
narrower viewpoints. We spend more but enjoy less. We have
more conveniences but less time; we have more degrees, but
less sense, more knowledge but less judgments, more doctors
and medicines yet more diseases and less well being..." Thisis
the reality of today. We live among crowds of people and are
attached to none. We prefer or try to love a friend across the
oceans, but find no time to love our neighbour or even our
brother. We can watch T.V. for hours together, but we get short
of minutes when it comes to wipe off the tears of someone
lying on the road. We love seldom and hate too often. We have
cleaned up the outer shelf but polluted the soul. We have
conquered outer space, but lost the innerself. As a matter of
fact, these are the days of fancier houses but broken homes.
This is the need of hour that we should give a moment's
thought to co-living in a civilized society. People talk of co-
existence but even enemies can co-exist. We can't call a society
civilized if it believes only in coexistence not in co-living. We
have learnt how to make a living but do not know how to make
a life. In the words of a philosopher, “we have added years to
life, but not life to years. We have been all the way to the Mars,
and back but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new
neighbour.”. we feel lonely among the crowd and a stranger
among our own men. The reason behind is that we talk of
raising standards of living and ignore the standards of life. We
talk of international brotherhood without establishing
brotherliness with our neighbours. The gist of this exhortation
is that you should tell the people that you love them at every
opportunity. Spend some time with your loved ones because
they are not going to be around forever. Say a kind word to
every person who looks at you. That is the only treasure which
you can give to others. If you do so your heart will be full of
love, as nature returns back in double the amount that you give
to her. When we love our neighbours, our country, the world
and the entire creation of God, we lose ego and become one
with the Divine. Thus, dear students, yours hearts should be full
of friendliness, sympathy, compassion and care for other, then
you will be gem among human beings.

With best wishes, sincerely yours
- Anju Bala Agrawal
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